Efficacy of induction chemoradiotherapy in thymic cancer: report of a successful case and review of the literature.
Thymic cancer is a rare tumor, the optimal treatment of which remains controversial. The efficacy of induction therapy in thymic cancer is unclear. A 51-year-old man was diagnosed as having a poorly differentiated carcinoma of the thymus with lymph node metastasis (stage IVb according to the Masaoka staging system), through an echo-guided biopsy. The patient was administrered cisplatin (CDDP) combined with paclitaxel once per week for 4 weeks, under concurrent local radiation. Once a partial response was achieved, the residual tumor was completely resected, and bilateral mediastinal lymph nodes were dissected. Histopathological examination of the resected specimen showed no evidence of viable malignant cells. At present, 15 months after surgery, the patient is doing well and shows no signs of recurrence. This case demonstrates that induction chemoradiotherapy with CDDP and paclitaxel may be well tolerated and useful for patients with advanced thymic cancer.